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10. Geographical Data 


less than 1 acre 


Acreage of hominated property - 


Quadrangle) name Heber City Quadrangle, UT Quadrangle scale __1:24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 
Lot 4 Block 79, Heber Survey 
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name/title essie Emb Project Historian/A. Kent Powell, Preservation Research Coordinator 
organization | Utah State Historical Society date May 1979 
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city or town SLC | | state UT 84101 


12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 


The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
— national ' —X state — local 


As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservati pn-and-Hecreation Service. 
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5 HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOLINTAINS 


х few home-made rugs which she was 
‘eto accumulate appeared as gems on the 
^'of pine boards which were kept scoured, 
th wood ashes, to a gleaming whiteness, 
^e new house, furnished with its home- 
«le carpets and a few pieces of horsehair 
¿del furniture, provided her with a wealth 
ptde and added immeasureably to the 
“swe of her homemaking: All of this, 
"ewm. was overshadowed by her loving 
positon and sweet smile, the kindness and 
ssidention for all with whom she came in 
tact and her devotion to her family. 
che wma talented dancer and it was not 
wal, when friends gathered at their 
` tor Bill to tune up his "fiddle" and 
up the lively tune of "The Sailor's 
n Ppe" while she danced the double 
“ахас to the delight of everyone present. 
€ was known to all as а wonderful 
her. neighbor, friend and a real pioneer. 


RCHIBALD (ARCHIE) AND 
:LIZABETH HUNTINGTON 
BUYS SELLERS 
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chibald (Archie) Sellers was born in 
ton, Renfrewshire, Scotland, March 8, 

His father, Archibald and his mother, 
Stevenson Sellers, had four children, 
„ Mary, Archibald and Jeannie. Archie 
ed Elizabeth Huntington Buys on De- 


r 14, 1876, Their children include 
Jarvie, William Robert, Archibald, 
іе Eddie, James Clark and Hugh Lind- 
Archie died February 18, 1902 and 
th died in 1926. Both are buried in 


to save his money, and after 16 years in the 
mines of Scotland. he bade goodbye to his 
beloved parents and set sail for the United 


States. 


On his arrival in this country the Civil 
War was blazing. The only work he knew 
was coal mining, and the mines of Pennsyl- 
vania were clamoring for coal miners. With 
Archie, it was a matter of survival and he 
had no choice but to return to his old trade. 


He was not content to stay in Pennsylvania. 


The urge to go West was strong in him, 


and one day he set out to realize his dream. 

At Rock Springs, Wyoming. it became 
necessary to replenish his funds and in order 
to do so he was obliged once again to go 
back to the mines. This move proved to be 
a blessing in disguise for it was in the 
mines at Rock Springs that he met James 
and Andrew Lindsay whose family was to 
have a strong influence on his life from 
that time on. 

In the early seventies Archie went to 
Heber City to make his home with "Grand- 
ma" Christine Lindsay Muir. Later on he 
lived with Robert Lindsay and his wife 
Sarah Ann Murdock Lindsay. Although 
Archie had been а Scotch Presbyterian from 
childhood, the Lindsays persuaded him to 
become a Latter-day Saint and in 1875 he 
joined the Church. 

The following year he met Elizabeth Buys 
at the home of her brother Edward Buys. 
Archie was strong!y attracted to this tall, 
aristocratic girl, and on December 14, 1876 
he took her for his wife. Witnesses to the 
marriage of Archie and Elizabeth were 
Robert Lindsay and his wife Sarah. 

Archie bought a house in Heber for his 
bride, but after a time he decided to take 
up farming. He was impressed with the 
land in Center Creck, principally because of 
the tall sagebrush which grew in that parti- 
cular area. He had been told that tall 
sagebøush was an indication of fertile land. 
For that reason he chose a location up the 
canyon just below the Thomas place which 
was covered with sagebrush 6 feet tall and 
higher. 

Although he had had no previous farm ex- 


hie worked in the coal mines continu- 
from the time he was a child of 7 un- 
reached the age of 23. The life of a 
was by no means to his liking, and as 
"w up he became fired with an ambi- 
| go to America. To this end he began 


land with an ox team. Archie was assisted 
in breaking up the land by Will Richardson 
and young Jode Thomas. “When the land 
was cleared of sagebrush, Archie planted 
the ground to lucerne. Up to that point it 
had been all outgo and no income. To some- 


perience, Archie set out at once to clear the 


portes 


CENTER CREEK BIOGRAPHIES 


what reverse this situation. Archie and his 
helpful neighbor, Mr. Thomas, contracted 
with Hawk Eye and Parlev's Park Mines at 
Park City to furnish butter, eggs, potatoes, 
meat, and such vegetables as carrots and 
cabbage for use at the mines’ boarding 
houses. 

The Sellers’ land proved to be exception- 
ally fertile and the forty irrigated acres pro- 
duced hay, lucerne, timothy, and grain in 
almost unbelievable quantity. 

Archie Sellers was noted in the commu- 
nity for his sparkling wit and his ready re- 
partee, one of the finest examples of which 
is illustrated by thc following incident: 
Archie was driving in his wagon to Heber 
when a local funnyman ran up to him shout- 
ing excitedly, "Archie, Archie, your wheels 
are a 'turnin' ”. Like a flash Archie replied, 
"And your tongue is a waggin' ”. 

Archie had a leading part in the construc- 
tion of a reservoir near the head of Center 
Creek which has provided a regular and 
permanent water supply for irrigating farms 
on the "crick." 

Archie's general health, and particularly 
his lungs, had been greatly impaired as a re- 
sult of the coal dust he had breathed so long 
in the coal mines. He suffered increasingly 
from this infection, and it finally became 
impossible for him to continue farming. In 
1901 he sold the farm in Center Creek and 
took his family to Heber. He had only a 
short time to live, for his condition grew 
steadily worse, and on February 18, 1902 
he passed away. 

Archie Sellers enjoyed the reputation of 
being one of the best checker players and 
one of the keenest wits in the community. 
But he is best remembered for his high idcals, 
and his abiding love and concern for his 
family. 

Elizabeth Buys Sellers was known far and 
wide as “Aunt Lizzie.” She was born in 
Bountiful, Utah, March 12. 1855. the youna- 
est child of Hyrum D. Buys and Elizabeth 
Huntington Buys. Her parents were na- 
tives of New York. In the early thirties 
they became converts of Joseph Smith and 

followed him as he moved westward to 


1085 


Elizabeth went one year to a girls’ school 
in Salt Lake City. 

In the meantime her oldest brother Edward 
Buys had homesteaded a farm on Daniels 
Creek, then called Buysville in his honor. 
Elizabeth visited Edward and it was while 
there she met Archibald Sellers. They fell 
in love and were married December 14, 1876. 
Soon they decided to take up a farm on 
Center Creek where they could be close 
to the Lindsay families who likewise settled 
on Center Creek and nearby Lake Creek. 


Archie and Elizabeth Sellers were the 
parents of six boys—John Jarvie, Archie, 
William Robert, George Edward, James 
Clark and Hugh Lindsay. It was practical 
to give double first names in those days 
because families were large. and frequently 
identical first names were given to children 
in neighboring families. For example, the 
name "Willie Rob" immediately distinguished 
William Robert Sellers from numerous oth- 
er boys in the community named William. 
Thus, "Little Jim" (Lindsay). "Jimmy Reed" 
(Lindsay), "Jimmy Clark" (Sellers) quick- 
ly identified the Jim of a particular family 
from boys of the same name in other fami- 
lies. 

Elizabeth Sellers was helpful and inspiring 
both to her husband and to her sons. She 
believed in courtesy among her children. 
She believed in treating no one better than 
her own family. The choice food was not 
given to a visitor unless there was enough 
for her boys too. 

Like many other pioneer women, Elizabeth 
occasionally had hard and  discouraging 
times, but she was never one to "talk down 
in the mouth." Her mother had taught her 
to spend her last cent, if need be, with the 
aplomb of one who had thousands. 

Archie and Lizzie moved to Heber in 
1901 where Archie died in 1902. "The older 
boys were away, and the younger boys 
worked at various jobs such as in the beet 
fields, helping with haying and assisting 
their mother in taking care of the vegetable 
garden. 


In 1907 Elizabeth moved to Salt Lake City — — 


Nauvoo. Later they. crossed the plains to 
Utah in 1850 and settled in Bountiful. 
Elizabeth's father died August 28, 1855, 
only five months after her birth, leaving her 
mother with a large family to care for. As 
the children grew they all worked and at- 
tended the local public school in the winter. 


where she lived the remainder of her life as 
she wanted her young sons to have the ad- 
vantage of more schooling than was avail- 
able in Heber. She passed away in 1926. 

Elizabeth Sellers will always be remem- 
bered by those who knew her for her un- 
failing hospitality, loving-kindness, and for 
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